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1.

Details of approval
This syllabus was approved by the School of Social Work's Department Board on
5 February 2020.

. General information

The course is an independent study third-cycle course within the social work
main field of study.

Learning outcomes
In order to pass the course, the doctoral student is to:

- Demonstrate detailed knowledge of the cornerstones of different care theories
and the ability to critically reflect upon the relationship between them and other
approaches within organisations for people with support needs.

- Demonstrate an advanced ability to use reasoning and concepts from care
theories in analysis of social work with different categories of people who have
support needs.

- Demonstrate an advanced ability to expound value-judgment reasoning about
guestions of gender, morality, power and responsibility within care relationships.

Course content

Care theories refers to theories dealing with social care as a relational practice,
characterised by empathy and the taking of moral responsibility for the person
with care needs. The course aims to provide specialised knowledge of care
theories and their usefulness for various categories of people who require help.
Within the framework of the course, both classics of care theory with their roots
in feminist theory, and newer contributions and overviews of the field are
studied. The course is intended to increase participants’ capacity to use concepts
from care theory, and be able to conduct critical discussions about the basis of
care theories and their possible applications. These discussions include questions
of gender, responsibility, use of power and reciprocity within various care
relationships, where other perspectives that have been used in human service
organisations (e.g. disability political perspectives and change-oriented
perspectives) can be used as contrast.

Teaching and assessment

The course is conducted through independent study, individually or together
with other doctoral students. The course is examined through a paper that is
discussed during an examination.

Grades
Grading scale of Pass/Fail.



7. Entry requirements
Admitted to a third-cycle programme at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Lund
University.
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