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1. Details of approval  
This syllabus was approved by the School of Social Work’s Department Board on 20 April 
2022 
 

2. General information  
The course is an independent study third-cycle course within the social work main field 
of study. The language of instruction is English or Swedish. 
 

3. Learning outcomes  
In order to pass the course, the doctoral student is to:  
- Demonstrate basic knowledge from a selection of texts in the areas of 
phenomenological ethics and the ethics of social work, and knowledge of the points of 
contact between the two areas.  
- Be able to apply a phenomenological perspective to a particular subject that is relevant 
to the ethics of social work. 
 

4. Course content 
In the independent study course, the doctoral student is expected to use a 
phenomenological approach in order to analyse how phenomenological ethics can 
enrich the understanding of ethical questions and problems relevant to the practice and 
research of social work. The doctoral student chooses a specific subject (e.g. an ethical 
problem or dilemma) and investigates this in dialogue with the relevant literature from 
social work research and knowledge building on the chosen subject. The course is to 
help the doctoral student to develop an increased capacity to discuss phenomenology’s 
potential contributions and limitations in terms of the ethics of social work. 
 

5. Teaching and assessment 
Teaching takes the form of independent reading of the course literature. The learning 
outcomes are examined through an individual written assignment of around 6,000 
words. 
 

6. Grades 
Grading scale of Pass/Fail. 
 

7. Entry requirements 
Admitted to a third-cycle programme at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Lund University. 
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